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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO GSA-02 INT-05 SAM-01 AID-05 
CIAE-00 FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 CIEP-02 OMB -01 L-02 H-02 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 
/072 W 

011702 

R 2009 19Z MAR 75 
FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 3794 
USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 

UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 0407 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELTN, ETRD, SF, MZ 

SUB J : MOZAMBIQUE BOTTLENECKS AND U.S. CHROME ORE SUPPLY. 

1. AS INFO ADDRESSEES ARE AWARE, THE U.S. CHROME INDUSTRY IS 
CONFRONTING A SERIOUS SUPPLY SHORTAGE. BECAUSE RAILROAD AND 
PORT BOTTLENECKS IN MOZAMBIQUE ARE IMPEDING EXPORTS THROUGH 
LOURENCO MAREQUES OF SOUTH AFRICAN CHROME ORE. REPRESENTATIVES NOW 
IN JOHANNESBURG OF PPG INDUSTRIES, ONE OF THE MAJOR U.S. INDUSTRIAL 
CONSUMERS OF SOUTH AFRICAN CHROME ORE, ARE URGENTLY INVESTIGATING 
POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF SUPPLY. 

2. WILL EMBASSY TANANARIVE, IF IT PERCEIVES NO OBJECTION, KINDLY 
CONTACT COMPAGNIE MINERE D'ANDRIAMANA (COMINA, TEL. 24304, MANAGING 
DIRECTOR PAUL MASCLANIS), TO INQUIRY WHETHER THAT COMPANY HAS ANY 
CHROME ORE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT TO THE U.S., AND IF SO, 

HOW MUCH AND AT WHAT PRICE? PPG HAS NO RPT NO OBJECTION TO BEING 
NAMED AS POSSIBLE PURCHASER. 
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